
 March 7, 2018

Bell Hi l l  Academy 
Bulletin

DATES TO REMEMBER
CHARACTER TRAIT OF THE MONTH:  

PERSEVERANCE  

Dear  Bell  Hi l l  Famil ies,   
Here we are on the cusp of spr ing and at the end 

of our  second tr imester  of the year.   The bulbs we 
planted back in October  are now  blooming al l  around us.  
I t seems l ike only yesterday I was meeting many of you 
for  the f i r st time at the Meet Your  Teacher  Day and Back 
to School Night.  We have achieved many things together  
this year , and I know  there is much more success in front 
of us!

The character  tr ai t for  March is Perseverance.  As 
I r ef lect on this tr ai t, I  consider  the many times in my l i fe 
when I have had to f ind the motivation  to continue 
working on a project when a par t of me was ready to 
give up.  Each time I have been able to per severe 
through adversi ty, i t was because I had my larger  goal in 
mind.  In other  words, I  was able to push through 
obstacles because of how  much I wanted to achieve my 
dream.  We call  this "gr i t" and do ever ything we can to 
foster  this tr ai t in our  students by teaching them about 
Grow th Mindset.  Coming up in Apr i l , we w i l l  hold a 
Parent Information Night on this ver y topic.  I  hope you 
w i l l  al l  attend!  By shar ing ideas and information w ith 
each other , we make a stronger  team.
Appreciatively,
Mrs. Graham

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

3/10 Garden Workday 9am to noon
3/11 Daylight Savings Time Begins
3/12 Four th Grade to Donner  State Park 
3/14 Wacky Wednesday--Mismatch Dress Day

Ear ly Release at 1:50
Paw  Pr ide Draw ing
Spr ing Fundraiser  Ends

3/15 Kindergar ten Round Up 6pm at Scotten
3/16 Spir i t Day!  Wear  your  black and red  
3/17 Kindergar ten Round Up 10am at BHA
3/19 Site Counci l  Meeting 3:30
3/20 Woodw inds Ensemble Assembly 10:30

Dual Immersion Program Tour  11am
3/21 Ear ly Release at 1:50

Paw  Pr ide Draw ing
Spr int Fundraiser  Candy Sent Home

3/22 Semana Latina Dance Per formances 
5:30pm at Sier r a College

3/23 Student of the Month Assembly 9:20am

Spir i t Day!  Wear  your  black and red

Citizenship Awards

Lazy Dog Attendance Recognition Treats!

3/26-3/30   Spr ing Br eak--No School

Com ing Soon!

4/2 Spir i t Day!  Wear  your  spor ts/Giants gear !

4/5 ELAC Meeting at 5:30pm

4/6 Dual Immersion Tour  9:15am

4/9 Site Counci l  Meeting 3:30pm

4/13 Bingo Night at Gi lmore--al l  schools invi ted

Congrat ulat ions t o Greyson and Carson!!
We are proud to announce that 4th grade students 
Greyson George and Carson Horn both made the 
finals of the Nevada County Speech Competition!  
There were three finalists selected, and two of them 
are our very own Bell Hill Bears!! We are all very 
proud of the hard work and dedication these 
students put in to learning and perfecting their 
speeches.  What an inspiration!



Parent In form ation Nights
Since the star t  of 2018, we have offered 3 Parent In form ation Nights at Bel l  H i l l .  

- On January 30, we held a Safety In form ation Night wi th Chr is Espedal  fr om  the 
Nevada County Super in tendent of Schools, Off icer  Zach LaFer r ier  of GVPD, and 
Em ily Gal lup, our  counselor.  Each speaker  gave excel lent in form ation about safety 
and lockdown procedures as wel l  as how to talk  to our  chi ldren about lockdown 
dr i l ls to help m in im ize their  anxiety.  

- On February 27, we held a Dual  Im m ersion Parent Night wi th the DI teachers to 
give an overview of the expectat ions for  the students at each grade level , exam ples 
of cur r iculum , and a general  update on how the program  is cont inuing to develop 
and im prove.

- On M arch 8, we had a PBIS (Posi t ive Behavioral  In ter vent ions and Suppor ts) 
In form ation Night wi th Kathy M osem an, the distr ict  Student Services Coordinator , 
M aestra Cam pbel l  and M rs. Jackson who explained how we work  to suppor t al l  
students for  success at school  wi th appropr iate behavior s.  

- Com i n g Soon !  In  Apr i l  we are planning to hold another  Parent In form ation Night 
on Growth M indset--an im por tant way of th ink ing about how we learn that BH A 
teachers use with their  students.  Adul ts need Growth M indset, too!

School Safety at BHA
On February 22, Chris Espedal, the School 
Safety and Cl imate Coordinator for the Nevada 
County Schools presented and led a 
conversation on lockdown procedures at Bel l  
Hi l l .  Both cert i f icated and classi fied staff were 
in attendance.  The information she shared 
and the discussion that fol lowed made al l  of us 
feel more confident  regarding how to respond 
in the event of a true lockdown and also how to 
best proceed wi th our next dri l l .  Since that 
t ime, the staff has also had a "tone dri l l " so that 
we are aware of the di fference between the fi re 
alarm tones and the lockdown alarm.

Next Steps for BHA regarding School Safety:

1. During the week of March 12, we wi l l  
hold "tone dri l l " during school hours so 
that students are able to dist inguish 
between the alarm tones.

2. During the week of March 19, we wi l l  
hold a brief lockdown dri l l .  Chris 
Espedal wi l l  be on campus to support us.  
Students wi l l  be told i t  is a dri l l  that is 
just for practice.  Parents wi l l  be noti f ied 
once i t  is over.

3. Bel l  Hi l l  staff and the safety committee 
wi l l  continue to review and practice 
safety measures throughout the year.

Breads of the World
On Februrary 22, the staff and 
students of Bell Hill celebrated our 
Global Studies focus by doing a 
"Bread Walk" around the school.  
Each class prepared breads that 
represent the area of the world that 
they are studying this year, and 
classes went to each class to taste a 
sample.  Yum!  Maestra Colvin has 
compiled the bread recipes into a 
cookbook that will be sent home 
very soon!!



Bell Hil l  Academ y is a Global Studies and Dual 
Immersion School.  The educators at Bell Hill share 
the goal of preparing students to be informed and 
curious world citizens.

 Rem em ber  to br i n g i n  you r  Box  Top s!  
Box  Top s = N ew  L i br ar y  Book s

Con gr atu lat i on s to M aestr a For d 's 2n d  
gr ade class f or  b r i n i n g i n  th e m ost  Box  

Top s i n  Febr u ar y !

Cam pus Beaut i f i cat i on Day!
Mar ch 10

Many thanks to Daniel le and Nico, Juana and 
Zara, Maestra Colvin, Brooke and TJ who 
came out to help w ith cleaning up and 
prepping our  garden area.  I t was in great 
need of some TLC, and we are exci ted to see i t 
looking tidier !   Thanks, as well , to Sarah for  
getting us a generous compost donation from 
Peaceful Valley.   Much appreciation to 
Maestra Katie Turner  for  leading this effor t 
and shar ing her  know ledge w ith us!
If  you were unable to come out, no wor r ies!  
There is sti l l  work to be done.  Please come by 
the off ice anytime you would l ike to help out, 
and Mrs. Graham w i l l  show  you how  you can 
lend a hand.

Kindergar t en Round Up Dat es
For those of you with incoming kindergarteners or 
if you have friends or family with litt le ones, please 

make sure you attend one of these events:

Thursday, March 15 6pm  at  Scot t en

Sat urday, March 17 10am  at  Bell Hil l

The lottery for the Dual Immersion Program 
will be held on April 18, and families will be 

notified within the following few days.The Off icial  Bel l  Hi l l  Academy 
Facebook Page is her e!
https://goo.gl/RmKa3c

 This is another way for parents and 
community members to stay up-to-date on 

the happenings at BHA. 
Look for upcoming events and information!


